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Land & Water Conservation  

Even Icy Wisconsin Waters Need Protection Against Aquatic Invasive Species  

Do you have your auger and shanty ready? The ice will be calling anglers soon throughout 
Wisconsin. While youõre out, help protect our lakes and rivers with a few easy steps to pre-
vent the spread of aquatic invasive species.  

 

Curly -leaf pondweed and Eurasian watermilfoil are successful against our native aquatic 
plants due to their ability to persist under the ice throughout winter. Disease and the larvae 
of invasive snails and mussels can also be present in the water and mud in winter.  Just like 
summer boaters and anglers, ice anglers need to remove any mud or plant material clinging 
to their gear, including sleds used to haul supplies, before leaving their fishing spots.  

Diseases like VHS make it important to only buy minnows from a licensed Wisconsin bait 
dealer. Up to two gallons may be kept for minnows provided they are going to be used on 
the same waterbody or as long as no lake or river water from your fishing site(s) has been 
added. Dead bait must be preserved in ways that do not require freezing or refrigeration.  

 

Other rules regarding bait can be found in the current fishing regulations: Guide to Wiscon-
sin Hook & Line Fishing Regulations.   

 

Before and after you drop that line, protect our fishing fu-
ture by doing your part to prevent the spread of aquatic 
invasive species when ice fishing:  

¶ Inspect  ice fishing equipment for attached aquatic 

plant, animals, or mud  

¶ Remove all attached plants or animals  

¶ Drain  all water from buckets and containers  

¶ Never move  live fish away from a waterbody (fish out 

of water = dead) 

¶ Dispose  of unwanted bait in the trash  

To learn more about invasive species and their impacts to 
Wisconsinõs waters and economy, contact Burnett Countyõs 
Water Resource/AIS Specialist, Emily Moore at 
emoore@burnettcounty.org or 715.349.2109 ext 2613. 

Thanks to Jeanne Scherer, UW Madison Division of Extension for contributions to this article. 

Photo courtesy of Amanda Smith, WI DNR 

https://widnr.widen.net/s/xvldvfnblh/fishregselectronic2122
https://widnr.widen.net/s/xvldvfnblh/fishregselectronic2122
mailto:emoore@burnettcounty.org
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TRI COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS COMPETE IN LAND JUDGING COMPETITION! 

The Tri-County Land Judging Contest was held on October 19. This annual event rotates between 
Burnett, Polk and Washburn Counties.  This yearõs contest (in its 47th year), hosted by Burnett 
County, was held at Lucky Oats Farm near Grantsburg. This was an ideal location since the pits to 
be evaluated were located near to the event center and represented several of the scenarios to be 
judged. 

The event was attended by 82 students representing 7 schools.  The students compete as teams and 
as individuals.  Each school is allowed two teams of four contestants each.  The participants exam-
ined the soil and surrounding land.  They then defined texture, structure, drainage and production 
capabilities and land uses of several different soils.  The weather was brisk and a bit windy but the 
out-of-doors event moved forward just as always.  

After judging the pits, the students headed back to T -Dawgs event center for lunch.  NRCS Soil 
Conservationist , Tom Fredrickson, reviewed the scoring of the pits and highlighted some unique 
situations found in those locations.  Afterwards we proceeded to the awards presentation.  

Team winners, and recipients of trophies, were: 

1st Place: Clear Lake #1, 772 points: Addyson Warner, Alyssa Anderson, Hunter Pickard, and Jay-
den Schnegelberger 

2nd Place:  Webster #1, 757 points: Kendra Jackson, Morgan Johnson, Ava Washburn and Aidin 
Treague 

3rd Place:  Webster #2, 743 points: Brock McKinley, William A Johnson, William D Johnson, and 
Kaycee Marsh  

Individual winners and recipients of a commemorative medal 
were: 

1st  Place:  Hunter Pickard   Clear Lake 270 points 

2nd Place:  Alyssa Anderson  Clear Lake 259 points 

3rd Place:  Kendra Jackson  Webster 256 points 

4th  Place:  Violet Wood   Clear Lake 255 points 

5th  Place:  Morgan Tollander  Siren  250 points 

6th  Place:  Sean Zwisler  Spooner 250 points 

7th  Place:  Anne Schultz  Siren  247 points 

8th  Place:  Kaycee Marsh  Webster 246 points 

This yearõs event was extremely competitive with just points 
separating the top three teams and the top 8 individuals.  

We would like to thank the owners of Lucky Oats Farm, Erik 
and Amanda Melin, for their hospitality and use of their prop-
erty for the competition.   

We would also like to thank T -Dawgs Event Center and Val, for opening their doors to this great 
educational opportunity for our youth.  

Congratulations to all the students who participated in a job well done.  We hope to see them all 
again next year in Polk County!!  
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Forestry & Parks  

With the recent snowfall , we were hopeful to be able to open 
all our winter trails on time this year. However, recent storm 
events have set us back on opening our trail systems. Currently 
all Snowmobile & Winter ATV trails are closed due to down 
and bent trees. Clubs are working tirelessly to clear the trail 
systems to get them open before the holiday season. With yet 
another predicted large storm event headed our way before 
Christmas, this may set us back even more.  

 

We do hope to open a portion of the trail systems by Christ-
mas; this will most likely be in the southern half of the county 
where the trails cross more fields and open areas where trees 
are not an issue.  

Current trail openings and predicted trail openings:  

CASTA Ski/bike Trails - Most trails are open and groomed. Still some areas with trees and 
branches down. Fat Bike trail is open. Trail conditions updated regularly at 
www.timberlandhills.com   

 

Snowmobile Trails - Southern portion of the county is open for riding along with the Gandy 
Dancer trail to Danbury. Additional trails will be opened as they are cleared of debris.  

 

Winter ATV Trails - Currently the Gandy Dancer Trial is the only Winter ATV trail that is 
open at this time. Additional trails will open as they are cleared of debris.  

 

For more up to date trail conditions and openings, please check at https://
www.burnettcounty.com/364/Trail -Updates   

 
Once our trails are open, please be aware of debris on the trails when out riding. With added 
snow and wind, it is very likely that you could encounter debris and down trees on the trails.  

 
Clubs are asking for help with trail clean up. If you are interested and would like to assist, 
please contact the club in your area and give them a hand. You can find a list of all the Burnett 
County clubs at https://www.burnettcounty.com/139/Snowmobile -Trails  

Enjoy, and Be Safe!         

Thank you. 

Burnett County Forestry Staff.          

http://www.timberlandhills.com
https://www.burnettcounty.com/364/Trail-Updates
https://www.burnettcounty.com/364/Trail-Updates
https://www.burnettcounty.com/139/Snowmobile-Trails
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Health & Human Services - Public Health Department  
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